English I/78; Beneth 

Spring Semester, 2012
Course Description and Policies

Your learned instructor:  

Beneth Sauer, phone (802) 536-5021; email:  Beneth_Sauer@wsesu.org
OK, you’re in an “Accelerated” class, so my expectations of you will be accordingly high:

· Come prepared.  Bring your text, binder, and pen/pencil.  I lend pens 1 time/term; if yours runs out, you can write in blood.  (Only kidding.)

· Be respectful.  We will have many conflicting viewpoints---that’s what makes discussion profound---and will need to respect one another’s perspectives.  In addition, verbal slams or any use of derogatory language---“retard,” “blonde” or “Disco-lover”---are not OK.

· Be on time.  You will lose points, via your warm-ups, if you are late.  I count up the points each week---a good (i.e., 2 sentences each of thoughtful response) warm-up is worth 5 points/day; a week's worth is worth 25 points.  Students have failed because they did not take this assignment seriously!

· Be here every day.  You cannot “make up” discussion if you miss it, and because this is an Accelerated class, I am anticipating that our discussion will be of the highest caliber.  
Outline of Policies:

· If you miss a quiz, you will not make it up; I will either jettison your several lowest scores at the quarter OR come up with an equivalent assignment so that you can recoup the points.  (I do this because this does not delay my handing back quizzes to those who took it, while waiting for those who were absent to make it up.)  This does mean, though, that if you are frequently absent, you will be missing multiple quiz scores, and this may bring down your average.  In addition, when I figure averages for your progress report, I do not take out your lowest grades.
· Late work:  Your work is due when it is due.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  (You can do this by calling one of your colleagues; their numbers will be below. Check the "bin" to take any handouts or work handed back on the previous day.)  You will have 1 day to make up work for each day you have been absent UNLESS you miss class but were in school at another point in the day, in which case I expect your work/paper that day.  My mailbox is in the administrative offices, under “Goldschmidt-Sauer” (not “Beneth” or “Beneath the Sewer”).  If you know about an absence ahead of time, please talk to me about it so that I can make sure you return to class having missed as little as possible.  Work that is not made up will receive a “0”.  If you cut class, you will NOT be allowed to make up or submit work covered during that class; this includes quizzes, tests, assignments and papers due on that day.
Colleagues you can call if you have questions about homework:

Name: ___________________________ Phone:_______________________
Name: ___________________________ Phone:_______________________

· Bathroom trips have been an issue in previous classes.  There will be one, 5-minute MAXIMUM bathroom trip per class block.  Sign out on the pad at the back (?; TBD) of the room, and remember to take a pass with you.

· Extra credit:  For the inquiring mind, there are always opportunities for extra credit; however, you must have done all the assigned work in order to submit extra credit.  The same goes for extra credit on tests/quizzes:  You must have made a good-faith effort to answer everything on the quiz in order to get extra credit points.

· Written work policy:  All out-of-class work must be typed or written in blue or black ink, using only one side of the page.  At the top right hand corner of the paper, you must have a heading containing your name, the class name and block, and the date.  If the paper does not conform to these standards, IT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  This is BUHS English department policy.  
In addition, I expect a HARD COPY at the beginning of class on the day the paper is due.  Do not leave class to print it out, email me a copy, or use your PC’s malfunction as a reason for not handing your paper in.  I will not accept your paper if it is late.
· Plagiarism:  To plagiarize means to steal and use another person’s ideas as your own. If you plagiarize, you receive a “0.”  This includes not citing your sources in a research project.  Long Live Robbie Mulligan!  (This goes for homework as well---do your own, don’t just copy someone else’s.  I will give 0s to both the copy-er and the copy-ee.)
In addition, if during a pair/group-quiz, I see/hear/in any way witness you sharing answers with a person not in your pair/group, then both groups will lose the points for that quiz AND YOU MAY JEOPARDIZE THE PRIVILEGE (for it is a privilege, not a right) TO TAKE GROUP QUIZZES FOR THE ENTIRE CLASS.
FINALLY, Modern paraphernalia:  Cell phones and other electronic devices must be stowed under your seat during the flight, or the flight attendant will get mad and you may experience a crash landing.  (If I see a cell phone/”ipod” out during class, you will receive a “0” on whatever we are working on, even if it is a major test. )
ADDITIONAL HELP

Please ask me any questions you might have about this class or how you are doing, especially when you are having difficulty.  The sooner you ask, the sooner I can make sure you are back on track.  I am available after school by appointment; I also have Block II as my “prep.”  Please just see me, and we’ll make an appointment. 
NB:  This assignment-schedule may shift as we unearth topics/areas which intrigue us.  If and when changes are made due to popular demand, you will receive an amended syllabus.

In addition to our study of mythology, you are required to complete Senior Portfolios.  We will be using some class time to prepare these; deadlines for the various elements of the Portfolio are in BOLD below.

Week 1: 1/22-1/24…..What is “mythology?”  Why are we here?!?
Introductions and Introductory Exercise; first paper due Friday

Week 2:  1/27-1/31….Creation Myths

Papers back

Readings:  

Life-maps project

Research topic chosen; paper explaining choice due Friday 

Week 3:  2/03-2/07….More Creation Myths

Essay due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 4:  2/10-14 (xxxooo!) Why is the sky blue?
Natural phenomena myths

PORTFOLIO:  Resumes due 2/12

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 5:  2/18-2/21….Gods & Goddesses:  Products of Inbreeding?!

Family trees; diagram and presentation in lieu of paper

Week 6:  2/24-2/28, 3/03 & 3/04:  VACATION
Vacation reading:   The Hobbit
Week 7:  3/05-3/07….The Hobbit; Fellowship of the Rings

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 8:  3/10-3/14…..The Hero

PORTFOLIO:  Cover letter due 3/12

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 9:  3/17-3/19…..The Hero

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 10:  3/24-3/28….Harry Potter
Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 11:  3/31-4/04….Female Heroes

(END OF 3RD MARKING PERIOD)

Mid-term exam

Week 12:  4/07-4/11…..The Woman Warrior
PORTFOLIO:  3 letters of recommendation due 4/09
Week 13:  4/14-4/18….  The Woman Warrior
Week 14:  4/21-4/25…..SPRING VACATION
Reading:

Week 15:  4/28-5/02…..American Mythology

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 16:  5/05-5/09…. American Mythology

PORTFOLIO:  writing samples due

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 17:  5/12-5/16

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced
Week 18:  5/19-5/23

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 19:  5/27-5/30

Paper due Friday; topic to be announced

Week 20:  6/02-6/06

PORTFOLIO DUE 6/11

Week 21:  6/09-6/13

Projects due; presentations

